FROM UNKNOWN  PERSONS                  123

the hands of the landlord, after the blessed manner in the
Scotch spiritual economy, that the tenant would sit easier m
his rent under the same person, who must be lord of the soil
and of the tithe together ?

I am ready enough to grant, that the oppression of land-
lords, the utter ruin of trade, with its necessary consequence
the want of money, half the revenues of the kingdom spent
abroad, the continued dearth of three years, and the strong
delusion in your people by false allurement from America, may
be the chief motives of their eagerness after such an expedi-
tion. [But there is likewise another temptation, which is not
of inconsiderable weight, which is their itch of living m a
country where their sect is predominant, and where their eyes
and consciences would not be offended by the stumbling-
block of ceremonies, habits, and spiritual titles.1]

But I was surprised to find that those calamities, whereof
we are innocent, have been sufficient to drive many families
out of their country, who had no reason to complain of op-
pressive landlords. For, while I was last year in the
northern parts, a person of quality, whose estate was let
above 20 years ago, and then at a very reasonable rent,
some for leases of lives, and some perpetuities, did, in a few
months, purchase eleven of those leases at a very inconsider-
able price, although they were, two years ago, reckoned to
pay but half value. From whence it is manifest, that our
present miserable condition, and the dismal prospect of
worse, with other reasons above assigned, are sufficient to
put men upon trying this desperate experiment, of changing
the scene they are in, 'although landlords should, by a
miracle, become less inhuman.

There is hardly a scheme proposed for improving the
trade of this kingdom, which doth not manifestly shew the
stupidity and ignorance of the proposer; and I laugh with
contempt at those weak wise heads, who proceed upon
general maxims, or advise us to follow the examples of
Holland and England. These empirics talk by rote, with-
out understanding the constitution of the kingdom as if a
physician, knowing that exercise contributed much to health,

1 The onginal MS. on which this text is based does not contain the
passage here given m brackets. [T. S.]